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EXT. THE DUNES - DAY

James, Malte, and Florence are crouched behind a | arge dune,
one anong endl ess mles of sand spreading to the nountains.
Ahead of themis a settlenent of adobe dwellings.

MALTE
Battle plans?

JAVES
The coordinates are right in the
center of town. Geat.

FLORENCE
Per haps we can sneak in at night.
Once we’ ve confirnmed coordi nat es,
what t hen?

JAMES
Wrry about that afterward. W’ ve
got to be incredibly cautious. 1'd
prefer if they never knew we were
her e.

While he’s tal king, Florence notices sonething in the sand
behind them A SETTLER covered fromhead to toe in
protective cloth rises fromthe sand, holding a rifle.

Fl orence dives and socks himright in the face.

THREE MORE cone out of the sand. Malte draws his sw tchbl ade
and swi pes at one, who butts it out of his hand with the
barrel of his rifle.

Fl orence incapacitates another with a kick to the sol ar
pl exus, before getting tackled by the last two. The first
joins in westling her to the ground, and the stunned one
neverthel ess grabs Malte. Janes escapes into the desert.

As the three drag a fighting Florence to her feet, the
settler guarding Malte pulls out a radio.

SETTLER
Contact the boss, tell her we get
two of them

Panting heavily, a beaten Florence glances at Mlte.

MALTE
Well...that plan got far.

TI TLE CARD



I NT. TOW JAIL - DAY

The town jail is basically a |arge adobe hut with a stee
cage in it. Florence and Malte are dragged inside and thrown
into the cage.

FLORENCE
What the hell ? Why exactly are you
arresting us?

SETTLER #1
Trespassing on private property.

FLORENCE
W were in the mddle of the
desert!

MALTE

Let it go, Florence. It’s obvious
this is a flinsy excuse they're
using to bl ow snoke. They know who
we are and why we’'re here.

Ponmson strides into the room followed by an el der nan,
Werner. She glances at the jailed pair.

POVSON
You idiots m ssed the npst
i mportant one! Were is Janes
Zanasiu jr?

SETTLER #2
W’ ve got search parties out
| ooking for him He can't hide
forever.

POVEON
You were not there the last tine
sonmeone said that about a Zanasi u!
(she draws a cattle prod and points
it at Florence) Tell ne every piece
of equi prment young Zanasi u has at
hi s di sposal

FLORENCE
Well, in one pocket he’'s got a
small tin box, and in that box is
an Altoid, and another Altoid, and
anot her Altoid, and anot her--

Ponson | ashes out and zaps Florence, who cries out and
st aggers.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

POVBON
Your turn, pheasant. One chance.

VERNER
Evel yn, this goes agai nst our | aws!
The puni shnent for trespassing
doesn’t include col d- bl ooded
torture!

POVSON
This is nore inportant than your
|aws, old man! This is what we’ve
wai ted two decades for!

SETTLER #2
Let’s kill these two now

VERNER
| will not allow judgnent to be
passed on anyone until all the
accused are present!

POVESON
Agreed. Young Zanasi u nust be
present to see his friends die.
Every avail abl e man nust prowl the
desert! | will help find him
nmysel f!

She strides fromthe room The settlers assune positions at
each corner of the room The old man sighs.

VERNER
" mvery sorry. Very, very sorry.
Wiy did you have to cone here?

FLORENCE
Who are you?
VERNER
My nane is Werner Donitz. I’mthe

nom nal | eader of this settlenent.

Normally, we’'re quite peaceful, but
|’m afraid your parents have a bit

of a past history with us.

MALTE
So, you going to torture us before
you Kkill us, or make it quick?
VERNER

l"mtrying to keep it so neither
has to happen. The Pel vani da
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

VERNER (cont’ d)
| nci dent was decades ago, | don’t
want any nore bl oodshed to cone
fromthat day.

MALTE
From what |’ ve seen, few here share
your opi nion.

EXT. THE DUNES - DAY

Janmes slinks back to the spot his friends were captured. He
gl ances at the settlenent and sees MEN headi ng out in al
directions. Before he | eaves he rummages through the sand
and retrieves Malte' s dropped sw tchbl ade.

I NT. TOWN JAIL - DAY

Wrner is sitting across the bars fromthe prisoners.
Fl orence is rubbing her ribs where Ponson shocked her.

MALTE
Did you participate in the
"Pel vani da I nci dent"?

VWERNER
Yes, but not in the way you m ght
think. I was a scientist stationed

at the base.

MALTE
At Pel vani da? What are you doi ng
here?

VEERNER

My father, Hans, lived here. He
entered Pel vani da as an invader,
but swi tched sides when he

di scovered ne. Sone tine afterward,
the two of us returned to help the
ones | eft behind here, who had just
| ost their |eader, their entire
work force, and a tragi c anount of
their friends and nei ghbors.

FLORENCE
Then...did you know -?

VWERNER
| knew Dr. Shelton, and Dr.
Kerzach, and Dr. Zanasi u, even

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

VERNER (cont’ d)
Sharon, the worman Dr. Zanasi u
married. | was good friends with
all of them even before we fought
for our lives together.

EXT. THE DUNES - DAY

Janes is creeping through the dunes, clutching the
swi tchbl ade. He spots a |lone arnmed settler hefting arifle
and scanning the other direction.

VERNER (V. Q)
Dr. Zanasiu led us survivors to
victory in Pelvanida. He is an
amazi ng man. Before that day, |
knew himas a m | d-mannered,
har d-wor ki ng nman dedicated to his
j ob...but when the tinme cane, he
turned into a ruthless and
ef ficient survivor.

Janmes | eaped off the dune onto the man. Sinking the knife
into the man’s shoul der bl ade, he broke the rifle strap and
westled it fromhis wounded foe. Panting, Janes points the
rifle at his hostage.

JANMES
No words. d ot hes off.

Once the man quickly conplied, Janes tore strips of fabric
off the man’s cloak to bind and gag him

EXT. QOUTSKI RTS OF THE SETTLEMENT - DAY

James, now dressed in the man’s outer clothes, walks into
town, nodding to the nmen patrolling the perinmeter. He heads
for the arnory, wal king past the GUARD, who gives a sideways
gl ance after Janes passed. A second l|later, Janmes grabbed the
man’ s cl oak and dragged himinto the hut.

VERNER (V. Q)
He turned a collection of scared
i nexperienced scientists and
security guards into a reputable
and self-sufficient team Your
parents were init. | was init.
And if | can help save his and sone
of nmy teammates’ children, that’s
what |’ m going to do.



| NT. ARMORY - DAY

James slides a set of body arnor on under his tunic and
grabs a pistol strap, which he slips on his thigh. Finally
he clips two different-looking grenades to his belt. He
conposes hinself nentally.

EXT. THE CENTER OF TOWN - DAY

James wal ks casually to the mddle of town, and takes out

his flashlight. Few people are outside their hones due to
the tense situation, and what few are present don’t bot her
hi m

He takes out his flashlight and begins the scan. Tense
seconds pass.

Then a shout rings out, and the hal f-naked nman runs fromthe
desert, shouting. Arned nen appear in the town. James bolts
for the desert, spraying gunfire at randomto convince his
pursuers to take cover.

He’'s halfway to safety when Ponson appears on the far side
of town and shoots twice, hitting himboth tines in the
chest. Janes stunbles and drops his rifle.

He still retreats to the desert. The nmen run to follow, when
one spots a grenade left on the dune top. They dive away
before it expl odes.

I NT. TOWN JAIL - DAY

MALTE
So that was Janes’ father...what
about ny father? Wiat did he do?

FLORENCE
No, do ny father first!

Before he can reply to either, Ponson strides into the room
livid. She points her pistol at Milte.

POVSON
| want to know now what weapons
James i s carrying!

MALTE
VWhat? | don’t know.

Ponson pulls out her cattle prod, Malte retreats to the back

of the cell, but its too thin to escape Ponson’s reach.
Ponson stabs himwi th it, and he screans.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

POVSON
What weapons did he bring from
beyond the deserts? Were did they
conme fronf

MALTE
| don’t know He didn’'t bring any
weapons into town!

POVSON
Then how did he threaten one of ny
men with a knife?

MALTE
...oh! My switchblade! | dropped it
in the desert when | was captured!

A few guards arrive, carrying the wounded man fromthe
arnory.

SETTLER
Ma’ am he raided the arnory before
we saw him Body arnor, pistol, and
two grenades are m ssing.

POVSON
Can we track where he went?

SETTLER
Negative. A wi ndstorm has picked up
out si de town.

Ponson’ s eyes flash angrily.

POVBON
(to Malte)
|1l be back.

Wth one last glance at Malte, she |eaves. Malte is
clutching his side and hyperventil ating.

FLORENCE
Great job under pressure. They
shoul d change the phrase to
"singing |like a Cassowary."

MALTE
Shut up!



EXT. THE DUNES - DAY
James crawl s behind a rock which shelters himsonmewhat from
the windstorm He inspects his body arnor, it absorbed both
bul l ets. He checks his flashlight, it beeps and fl ashes red.
JAMES
What ? They aren’t right? But those
are the last coordinates..

He takes a deep breath and | ays back against the rock, tired
and di sheartened.

I NT. TOWN JAIL - DAY

Malte is sul king enbarrassed and aching in one corner of the

cell. Florence is sitting with her arns folded in the other.
VERNER
|"msorry, | really am..|l w sh

there was sonething | could do.

FLORENCE
Why don’t you stand up to Ponson?
Actually start acting like a
| eader ?

VERNER
| am not the young man | once
was...and that raptor is a
danger ous wonan. Besides, this
settl enment was never really | oyal
to ne. My father Hans was the
| eader everyone respected.

FLORENCE
What happened to hinf

VERNER
He died of Shelton’s disease, just
as | will. By ny calculations, |

have | ess than two years.
Fl orence | eaps to her feet, alarned.

FLORENCE
"Shel ton’s di sease"?

VERNER
You do not know about it? I am
sorry | nust be the one to tel
you. .. Shelton’s disease is

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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VERNER (cont’ d)
contracted by traveling through the
Ei nst ei n- Rosen bridge. W of course
only learned this after several of
our old friends died with that in
comon. Anyone who contracts it is
inflicted for life.

FLORENCE
What does it do?

VERNER
Not hi ng. There are no synptons at
all. But, by using the traveler’s

speci es and age when they first
junped through a bridge, it’'s
possible to calculate down to the
year, the future tinme of their
deat h.

FLORENCE
But | was with Shelton when he
died. It was a--

VERNER
--brain henorrhage. It’s always a
brai n henorrhage, always cones
W t hout warning, and al ways fatal.
Manmal s have the | east anount of
time to live, elder ones like
Shel ton get 20 years, younger ones
i ke nme get 25.

MALTE
Does ny dad have this di sease?

VERNER
No. Wien the others tested
traveling in the bridge, Dr.
Kerzach al ways stayed behind to run
the control panel. Many of our old
t eammat es used the bridge at sone
poi nt, but never him

MALTE
Ww, |ucky choice on dad’s part...

VERNER
|"msorry, but | nust add that
there is one nore step to the
di sease. It transfers genetically
to of fspring. 100% of the tinmne.

Dead sil ence.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

FLORENCE
Then. .. that neans...

MALTE
That’s why nother told ne its
i nportant that ny father never used
t he bri dge!

FLORENCE
How. .. how |l ong do | have left?

Wer ner bows hi s head.

VERNER
It’s far easier to calculate the
of fspring’ s maxi mum I i fespan.
Manmal s have 25 years.

FLORENCE
That’'s...that’s two years! Less
than two years! | can’'t die in two
years! | haven’'t done anything but

be poor my whole |ifel

MALTE
Peopl e know about this disease, and
yet they opened the
i ntercontinental bridge portal
syst enf

VERNER
| only know about it because it
clai med ny father w thout warning,
and spoke to Drs. Zanasiu and
Kerzach for consol ati on. They
noticed an alarm ng frequency for
freak brain henorrhages w thin our
old circle of teammates, and put
t he pieces together. The rest of
the world hasn’t been using the
bri dge | ong enough for people to
start dying, and far as | know your
fathers haven’t told anybody.

MALTE
Fl orence, our parents knew about
this! Maybe that’s why Dr. Zanasiu
used the bridge, he knew he was
gonna di e, and--

FLORENCE
--who the hell cares, Malte? |I'm
going to be dead in two years! Just

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

11.

FLORENCE (cont’ d)
when | thought | could stop being
m serabl e and nake it sonmewhere in
the world, | find that because of
sonmething that’s not even ny fault,
|’ ve been doonmed fromthe day I was
bor n!

She’ s sobbi ng. Ponson wal ks i n.

POVSON
What on Earth has gotten into her?

VERNER
She’s | earned an unpl easant truth.

POVESON
| see. Does that make her any nore
interested in tal king?

Fl orence snaps her head, seething.

Deat hly si

FLORENCE
Yeah, it does! | feel |ike saying
that since |’malready going to
die, |I've got no reason to care
what you do to ne! I’'mnot going to
tell you a goddamm t hi ng about
anything, and you and your dead
father can both suck ny nonexi stent
cock!

| ence. Then Ponson opens the jail, pulls Florence

out, and slaps her so hard across the face she goes skidding
across the floor and against the far wall.

VEERNER
Evel yn!

POVESON
How dare you nention ny
father...How dare you insult him
He united an abandoned nass of
people to the peak of glory, he
struck a bl ow agai nst the world
wher e none expected he could tread!

FLORENCE
And then our fathers squashed him
like a bug! I hope ny dad killed a
hundred of your dad's foll owers!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

POVESON
Your father was an intercom
operator, he didn't kill anybody!
Whi ch was why | was prepared to | et
you go with a fortune and the
freedom of luxury this society had
deni ed you! You were starving on
the street when | gave you your
second chance at |ife!

FLORENCE
Well, it turns out all your noney
coul dn’t have done anything but buy
me a really good-| ooking tonbstone!

POVSON
That’ s nore than you’ Il get now,
you shortsighted ingrate!

Ponson drags her out of jail.

EXT. THE CENTER OF TOMWN - DAY

Ponmson and her nen erect a large Hframe and tie Florence
spread-eagle to it. Ponmson has a negaphone.

POVESON
Janmes Zanasiu Jr! |’ve tied one of
your friends up in the center of
town and will torture her for a
full hour! An hour after that, I
will kill her and repeat the
sequence with your other
friend...unless you give yourself
up beforehand! |I am prepared to |et
both of them | eave this desert
wi thout further harm but only if
you show yoursel f in unconditiona
surrender!

She hol ds the nmegaphone up to Florence’ s nouth, and begins
stabbing her with the cattle prod in various places. But

Fl orence bites her tongue and refuses to nmake a sound. Tears
stream down her eyes and she shudders uncontroll ably, but
she just glares back at Ponson

VERNER
Ponson, she won’t scream Stop
t hi s!

Ponson continues for ten nore seconds, then stops angrily.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 13.

POVSON
James still only gets one hour.

Time skip. Florence remains tied on the frame, choking for
ai r. Ponson and peopl e stand guard. Werner stands by
Fl orence’ s si de.

WERNER
| don’t know if it helps to hear
this, but you are far stronger than
Shel ton ever was.

FLORENCE
...\Well..that’s good to know. ..
guess. . .

POVSON

Don't speak to the prisoner.

Fl orence | ooks out at the desert and sees a dark figure
peering from behind a sand dune.

FLORENCE
(whi spers)
Pl ease. .. save ne..

EXT. QUTSKI RTS OF THE SETTLEMENT - DAY

Janes has fashioned a | arge makeshift slingshot out of the
elastic fromhis jacket, two rocks, and his feet. He sends
sonmething flying through the air at the settlenent.

EXT. THE CENTER OF TOMN - DAY

A grenade hits the dirt at Ponson’s feet. Her eyes grow
wide. It explodes and fills the area with snoke.

POVESON
Guard the girl! Guns ready!

Men race to aid her, others strafe the perinmeter of the
snmoke cloud and | ook to the desert. Nobody cones.

After a time, the snoke dissipates, and the choking and
coughing settlers are standing confused. Florence is stil
tied on the franes.

SETTLER #1
He didn’'t attack or anything!

Ponmson narrows her eyes.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

POVSON
...t was a distraction.

Then they hear a gunshot el sewhere in town.

SETTLER #2
That came fromthe jail!

POVESON
Qui ckl y!

I NT. TOWN JAIL - DAY
Janes has shot the lock off the cage. One guard lies
unconsci ous by the door, another lays inside the hut

clutching a nonlethal knife wound on his |eg.

JAVES
Come on!

The two boys race out. James spots Ponson’s men com ng, and
fires erratically with his pistol so they take cover. Janes
and Malte make their escape.

EXT. THE OUTSKI RTS OF TOMN - DAY

James and Malte stunble through the sand. James’ pistol
clicks enpty, and he notes he has no nore ammo.

MALTE
| can’t believe you rescued ne
sonehow

JAMES

l’ma bit surprised nyself 1’ve
gotten this far. Do you have any
i deas or knowl edge that will help
rescue Fl orence?

MALTE
Janes, they have her tied up in the
m ddl e of town and every single nan
guardi ng her. W gotta get out of
here. W can’t hel p Fl orence.

JAMES
We’'re not | eaving Florence!

MALTE
Look, there’s this old guy in town
st oppi ng Ponson fromkilling her,

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

MALTE (cont’d)
and we could help her way nore by
going and getting help...at the
very | east suppli es!

JAMES
. No. .

Janes stops running. Malte sighs.

MALTE
Look...Janmes...|l wanted to tell you
before, but you stopped ne.
Fl orence was working wth Ponson at
first. That’s why she flewto
California and net us. Ponson was
gonna pay her a fortune after we
got capt ured.

James is silent for a few seconds.

JANMES
...S0, does that nean she's not in
danger right now?

MALTE
Well, no. She turned her back on
Ponson after a while. But that just
means she can do the sane to us!

JAMES
W can’'t | eave her. Even if she net
us for the wong reasons initially.
She’s on our side now.

MALTE
Ponson and nmen with guns are
followng us right this instant,
man! It’s a mracle you survived
this far, you said it yourself.
Let’s get out of here! (when Janes
doesn’t answer) Well, |I’mgetting
out of here.

Malte starts running away fromthe town as fast as he can.

JANMES
Mal t e- -

He hesitates, but ultimately follows after his friend.



16.

EXT. THE DUNES - DAY

Malte is | eading Janes through the desert when he steps on
sonething and there is an echoing BANG He falls to the
floor, instantly paral yzed. Janes reels, having been hit
badly by the effect radius as well. Staggering and craw i ng,
he brushes sand and finds a |line of stun m nes.

He can do not hing as Ponson and her nen run up.

POVEON
It worked! The perinmeter of stun
m nes wor ked! Ha ha! W’ ve got
t hem

EXT. THE CENTER OF TOWN - DAY

Fl orence | ooks up to see Ponson and her nen dragging Malte
and Janes through the desert.

FLORENCE
No!

The settlers guarding her start cheering.

POVSON
We got them when they tried to
escape! They stepped on our m ne
perineter!

The stun was beginning to wear off, and the boys could wal k
agai n. Ponson pushes theminto the center of the town next
to Florence. James inmmediately cuts Florence free with the
swi tchbl ade, but any attenpt at escape would be instantly
bl ocked by the ring of settlers encircling them

Ponson draws her pistol and levels it at the trio.

POVSON
This is for all the death and the
heart break caused unto us
twenty-three years ago! This is for
the | oved ones we | ost, and the
dream that was taken from us! But
nmostly...this is in nmenory of ny
father, our beloved | eader, and his
gl ori ous vi sion!

A gunshot rings out...and Ponson’s pistol clatters from her

hand. Werner steps in front of the three, arned with a
Beretta. Ponson draws her knife and snarls.

( CONTI NUED)
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17.

POVEON
Get out of the way, old man.
VERNER
| shouldn’t have let this go so
far. |1 should have spoken to you
all before outsider’s lives were
i nvol ved. | should have been a

| eader |i ke Hans.

He | ooks at each settler in turn.

VERNER
Look at us! About to execute three
t eenagers who weren’'t even alive at
the time of the incident we're
puni shing themfor! What would this
notivel ess killing acconplish?
Wuld it bring our famly and
friends back fromthe dead? Wuld
it retroactively win a battle |ong
gone?

POVEON
It would give neaning to the
sensel ess deat hs 23 years ago!

VERNER
How? An eye for an eye? Dragging
t hree i nnocent people out here and
shooti ng t hem sonehow vi ndi cat es
all of our brethren who died in an
i nvasi on instigated by us,
per petuated by us, and that
ultimately acconplished not hing?

POVESON
What do you know? You weren’t one
of us back then! You weren’'t there
for the aftermath, the pain of
waiting for soldiers and | oved ones
who never cane hone!

VERNER
| was unani nously chosen to be
| eader after spending ny entire
adult life helping this conmunity.
You, Evelyn, if | nust note, struck
out on your own nere days after the
failed invasion, and we never heard
fromyou again, until now when
you storned in here demandi ng
bl ood sacrifices!

( CONTI NUED)
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POVSON
| am the daughter of Hal sey
hinself! | carry his name, | fight

for his nmenory, and | too have
spent nmy entire adult life planning
for the community. Planning a
vengeance that will now be ours! If
you want to deny us that vengeance,
you are unfit to |l ead these peopl e!

VERNER
You have killed and schened just as
your father did, both traits of
which lead to his downfall. And
whi |l e you have thrown our
t ownspeopl e’ s lives in danger
repeatedly to capture young Janes,
he has used only nonlethal force in
response! If your father had tried
to solve problens the sane way,
this tragic cycle of killing would
never have start ed!

Pomson sends her knife spinning into Werner’s chest. Werner
falls to the ground, as nunerous settlers cry out in shock.
Struggling for breath, Werner addresses the people.

VERNER
Pl ease...let go of the
past...before nore blood is

spill ed.
He di es. Ponmson addresses the community in disgust.

POVESON
| can’t believe you all elected a
Pel vani da scientist as your | eader
in the first place. Now, ny
bret hren, ready your weapons!

The settlers | ook at each other. A few pal mtheir guns, but
nost are unsure.

POVESON
Draw your weapons! Firel

They hesitate. Sonme shake their heads and step back. Ponson
has | ost them

POVSON
What are you doi ng? You cowar ds!
Redenption is upon us! Stop being a
di sgrace to ny father’s nane!

( CONTI NUED)
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The settlers draw away, giving her and the trio a w de
berth. Ponson wal ks up to Werner’s body and retrieves her
bl oodi ed kni fe.

POVEON
It was always going to end this
way, | knewit. I'Il kill all three

of you nysel f!
Janes steps out between her and his friends.

FLORENCE
Juni or. .

She tries to get up, but convulses with pain and col |l apses.

JAMES
Fl orence, for once you can't fight
for us. I'Il take her nyself.

He draws the swi tchbl ade and holds it at his side.

Pomson screans and charges him Janes flips the

radi o-fl ashlight out and flashes her in the face,
tenporarily blinding her. Taken by surprise, she doesn’t
noti ce when he drops to one knee, sending her tunbling over
his back in her blind rush.

Pulling a stun m ne out of his jacket, he prinmes it and
flings it at her. It hits her in the face and detonates, and
she cries out as she quickly becones paral yzed.

The three stand over her. Janes hands Malte his sw tchbl ade
back.

JAMES
Her e.

MALTE
Ch, thanks...what do we do with her
now?

JAMES

Take her back to Carson City Canp.

| suspect all this wasn’t an

aut hori zed use of her security

cl earance and their resources. They
can do what they please with her.



20.

EXT. CARSON CI TY CAMP - DAY

Ponmson has been bound, gagged, and tied to an al nost
munmmi fied degree to the Carson City doubl e doors.

EXT. CARSON CI TY STREETS - DAY
The three are wal king down a nostly enpty street.

MALTE
So...what do we do now that we' ve
found the portal point?

JAMES
Huh?

MALTE
That was where the bridge is going
to open up, right? Did you scan it?

JAMES
Actually...l did and it was anot her
dud.
Mal t e stops.
MALTE
What ?
JAMES

It wasn’t the portal point.

MALTE
But Janes, that was the | ast of the
coor di nat es.

JAMES
| know.

MALTE
Well...that's it then! W' re sunk!
We struck out! We | ose! That was
our only | ead!

JAMES
Don’t be so hasty--

MALTE
W’ ve been running up and down the
Aneri can coast, we’ve |lost $1, 000,
| ve al nost been killed a dozen
times...and it was all for nothing!

( CONTI NUED)
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JAMES
W'll find another trail

MALTE
Janes, tonorrow i s Monday! Qur
finals being then! W' ve got to
call a break until at | east
afterward.

JAVES
How can you possi bly think of
school after all this? Florence,
why are you being so silent?

FLORENCE
...Were you two really going to
leave me in there, tied to that
rack?

JANMVES
Fl o, we had no choice. W were
hoping to go get hel p--

FLORENCE
| can’t believe you two would do
that! You knew she would kill ne!
MALTE

Ch, cone on, you of all people
can’t conpl ai n about | eavi ng
teanmates to Ponson’s nercy!

JAMES
Quys, not now, please--
FLORENCE
(to Malte)

|’mnot interested in listening to
you Malte! Once again, you don’t
appreci ate how | ucky you are!

You' re going to live a full and
healthy life, while Janes and | are
dead in the ground! (to Janes) How
can this not affect you? W are
both going to die!

JAMES
Everybody dies, Florence. | have
nore than enough tine to find ny
father, that’'s all | need.

( CONTI NUED)
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FLORENCE
That’ s cause your |ife has been
perfect up to now Well, I'mliving
as good a life as | can with the
time | have left! 1’m going back to
Hughes Island. If 1’ve got two
years to live, I’mgonna go be a
Chi ef t ess!

JAVES
Fl orence, don’'t say that--

MALTE

She shoul d have done that in the
first place, if you ask ne. | need
to catch the next train to Three
Rivers. In one week we’'ll keep

goi ng, assum ng you’' ve found any
nore leads. |I'’mnot going to flunk
out of college for no good reason.

Fl orence and Malte wal k in opposite directions down the
street away from Janes.

JAMES
Where are you both going? You' re
just giving up like that? After al
we’ ve been through? Fine! 1'Il go
it alone! My dad, ny problem|l
guess. .. G have fun doi ng ot her
t hi ngs and never know ng the
answer !

They are both gone. Janes sighs.

JAMES
| don’t need them anyway...|’ ve
made a bunch of other allies since
we started. I'lIl see if | can find

nmy way back to Tenant’s Way.

Janes wal ks down a darkened side street and conmes across a
different street. Then another. He sees a regul ar-1ooking
MAN hurryi ng somewher e.

JAMES
Excuse ne, could you tell ne
where--?

The man pulls a knife and stabs himin the gut w thout
warni ng. Janes cries out, falling to the ground and
clutching his stomach. G oaning, Janes’ eyes slowy closes,
and he passes out.



FADE TO BLACK
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